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AIMS 

We understand how important it is to find the right educational 

setting for your child. One that can fully meet their needs so that they can 

feel supported, safe, happy, settled and therefore, are able to reach their full 

potential.  

The admissions process can differ from school to school, and we understand 

that at times it can appear quite complex, so we are here to guide 

parents/carers through, making the admissions procedure as smooth and 

straightforward as possible. Therefore, this policy aims to: 

• Provide information regarding the specialist SEMH provision available at 

The Raise Academy and the process by which placement requests are 

considered. 

• Explain the process by which placement requests and consultations are 

considered. 

• Set out the Academy's process for considering placement requests and 

determining whether it can meet a child or young person's needs. 

• Explain how to appeal against a decision not to offer your child a place 

LEGISLATION AND STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

This policy is based on the following advice from the Department for 
Education (DfE):  
 

• Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 to 25 
years (2014) 

• Children and Families Act 2014 
• Equality Act 2010 
• SEND Regulations 2014 
• School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
• Education Act 1996 

 
As an Academy, the school is required by its funding agreement to comply 
with these codes, and with the law relating to admissions as set out in the 
School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 
 
This policy complies with our funding agreement, articles of association and 
the statutory requirements set out within Section 39 of the Children and 
Families Act 2014 regarding consultation on specialist placements. 
 

OFFER 

The Raise Academy is a specialist SEMH provision for pupils in Years 7-11 
whose primary special educational need is Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health (SEMH) and who have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7dcb85ed915d2ac884d995/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7dcb85ed915d2ac884d995/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=9ab74dc8fd24b19eJmltdHM9MTcwMjU5ODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0wOWMxOTljYi1iYzIzLTY4MDQtMTdlMy04YTA5YmRjMzY5NzQmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=09c199cb-bc23-6804-17e3-8a09bdc36974&psq=School+Standards+and+Framework+Act+1998.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGVnaXNsYXRpb24uZ292LnVrL3VrcGdhLzE5OTgvMzEvY29udGVudHM&ntb=1
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The role of The Raise Academy  

The Raise Academy welcomes applications from all parents and carers; 

however, the school can only consider placement through official 

consultation via the local authority. The Local Authority will consult with the 

Raise Academy and provide the relevant EHCP documentation and 

supporting professional reports; the school will have 15 days to respond to the 

consultation.  

During the consultation period parents/carers and prospective students may 

be invited to visit the school, representatives from the school may visit your 

child in their current school or at home. This is so that we can ensure that 

school can fully meet need and that offering the placement is in the best 

interests of the child.  

The Academy considers whether it can meet the child's needs and whether 

placement would be compatible with the efficient education of others and 

the efficient use of resources, in accordance with Section 39 of the Children 

and Families Act 2014. 

The role of the Local Authority 

As a Specialist School funded by the Local Authority it is the Local Authority 

that controls admissions to the school in accordance with its Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) policies and procedures as well as 

considering the 2014 Code of practice and the 2010 Equality Act.  

The Local Authority will consult with the Raise Academy on request of parents 

following agreement from the Local Authorities SEN Panel. The Raise 

Academy will have 15 days to respond to the consultation. Following 

consultation, the Local Authority may name The Raise Academy in Section I 

of the EHCP unless one of the statutory exceptions outlined within the 

Children and Families Act 2014 applies. 

• The placement would be unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or 

special educational needs of the child or young person. 

• The attendance of the child or young person would be incompatible 

with the efficient education of others. 

• The attendance of the child or young person would be incompatible 

with the efficient use of resources. 

The role of parents/carers  

Once the Academy has been consulted by the Local Authority Parents are 
encouraged to visit and learn about the schools that are appropriate to 
meet their child’s needs. In the first instance, parents and carers are asked to 
contact the schools Pastoral Lead. Once contact has been made an 
appointment will be made to meet with the Pastoral Lead. During the initial  
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meeting Parents/carers may also meet the headteacher and/or SENDCO 
who will explain about school policies and practices. Parents/carers (and 
their children if attending the meeting) will then be invited to tour the building 
to meet staff and students to see the provision available. 

Placement Requests and Consultations 

All Students attending The Raise Academy must have an EHCP. Applications 

for admission are made via the Special Educational Needs and Disability 

Team on behalf of the Local Authority. The Local Authority will consult with 

The Raise Academy, and the academy will have 15 days to officially 

respond, stating whether they can meet the child or young person's identified 

needs and deliver the provision specified within the EHCP and if they are able 

to offer placement or not. The school is not able to agree an admission unless 

the school has been consulted by the Special Educational Needs and 

Disability Team via the child’s caseworker.  

The Raise Academy is commissioned by the Local Authority to provide 64 

specialist SEMH places. 

Consideration of Placement Requests 

All placement consultations are considered individually, with careful review 

of the child or young person's identified needs as detailed in Section B of the 

EHCP, the provision specified in Section F, any relevant risk assessments, the 

compatibility of the placement within the existing cohort, the availability of 

appropriate staffing and resources, and any health, safety, or welfare 

considerations. This process enables the Academy to determine whether it 

can effectively meet the child or young person's needs and deliver the 

provision required within their EHCP. 

Mid-year consultations 

Mid-year consultations can take place at any point during the academic 

year when a placement request is received. Upon consultation, the 

Academy will respond within the statutory consultation timescales and 

undertake a thorough assessment process to determine whether it can meet 

the child or young person's needs. This process may include reviewing all 

relevant EHCP documentation, considering the provision specified within the 

plan, arranging school visits where appropriate, and assessing the suitability 

of the placement. The Academy will also consider current capacity, staffing, 

group dynamics, and available resources when making its decision. Where 

the Academy is at capacity, consultation requests will continue to be 

considered on an individual basis in accordance with the statutory EHCP 

process. 
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Where a parent or carer disagrees with a placement decision relating to an 

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), the right of appeal is against the 

final EHCP issued by the Local Authority, rather than against The Raise 

Academy. If the Local Authority decides not to name The Raise Academy in 

a child or young person's EHCP, parents and carers have the right to appeal 

that decision through the First-tier Tribunal (Special Educational Needs and 

Disability). Information about appeal rights and the SEND Tribunal process will 

be provided by the Local Authority when the final EHCP is issued. The Raise 

Academy will contribute information during the consultation process were 

requested but does not determine placements or hear appeals regarding 

EHCP naming decisions. 

MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS 

This policy is owned by the Headteacher and is reviewed by the YES Trust 

Board. Responsibility for monitoring compliance with the policy rests with the 

Headteacher and designated senior leaders, who will ensure that admissions 

arrangements are implemented consistently and in accordance with current 

legislation and statutory guidance. The policy will be formally reviewed 

annually, or sooner where there are significant changes to legislation, statutory 

guidance, Local Authority processes, or academy practice that may affect 

admissions arrangements. Any proposed amendments will be considered and 

approved by the YES Trust Board. 

 


